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Call for Submissions: 
The Spirit of Democracy Art Competition 
The Orange County Registrar of Voters invites all Orange County residents to enter the 2012 Spirit of Democracy Art Competition. The competition is open to all Orange County residents, with winning entries exhibited at the Orange County Center for Contemporary Art in Santa Ana.  
A jury panel of distinguished members from the arts community will select First, Second, and Third Place winners, in addition to Honorable Mention prizes, in each of the following categories for entries that best depict the theme of the competition:
Category I: 
Grades 1 – 6

Category II: 
Grades 7 – 12*

Category III: 18 years* and older

A Grand Prize winner will be awarded to the overall winning entry.

* Artist who is 18 years old and a high-school student may choose to be considered in either Category II or Category III, but not in both categories.
Theme of the Art Contest
The Spirit of Democracy is an initiative led by the Orange County Registrar of Voters, in partnership with the Orange County Center for Contemporary Art (OCCCA), to showcase the talent of local Orange County artists and stimulate ideas and discussion on democracy. The Spirit of Democracy invites submissions from artists that evince the democratic process, civic engagement, and what democracy and voting mean.
All artwork should strive to capture the Spirit of Democracy and be related to the importance of voting and volunteerism. Images or depictions not relevant to the theme will be disqualified from the contest.
Submission Guidelines
Criteria for Submission of Artwork
Limit one submission per artist or group. Artists who choose to submit an entry as part of a group may not individually submit his or her artwork as an additional entry to the contest. Multiple submissions by an entrant will be disqualified.
All submissions must be original works from the artist. Works must be owned and in the possession of the artist at the time of submission and throughout the duration of the contest. Submission of reproductions or pieces owned by a third party shall be disqualified from the contest.
All entries must be submitted via email. Send a high resolution .jpeg image of the original artwork to Cady Nguyen at the Orange County Registrar of Voters: cady.nguyen@rov.ocgov.com.  

Email requirements:
1. Use “Spirit of Democracy Submission – SUBMITTER NAME” as title of email (e.g., “Spirit of Democracy Submission – JOHN SMITH”)
2. Attach a high resolution (300 dpi) jpeg image of the artwork, no larger than 8 inches by 8 inches, 10 mb or less in size

3. Label the jpeg filename with the artist’s first and last name and title of work (e.g., “John_Smith-My Great Artwork.jpeg”)
4. In the body of the email, include a short description of the technique used, the title of the art work, and any comments or explanations the submitter wishes to include
5. In the body of the email, include the artist’s name, mailing address, phone number, email address, age, and title of art work

Entries failing to adhere to these requirements may be disqualified from the contest.

The jury panel will select a group of finalists from these emailed submissions. These finalists will then bring their entries to OCCCA for judging and display at the museum.

Criteria for Eligible Artwork
All media will be accepted.
There are no size limitations on original artwork, although space considerations of the gallery will be made in judging and displaying the art work. 
Works must be ready for presentation and ready to hang with the appropriate hanging wire – no loop hooks.

The Orange County Registrar of Voters and OCCCA are not responsible for loss or damage to the original art work or any frames, glass, wire or other element not original to the art work.
Reason for disqualification: 

· Work deemed not fitting with the theme

· Work that differs from the digitally submitted jpeg file

· Artwork that is not presentable or ready to hang
· Artwork that contains any third-party materials that violate or infringe (or may infringe) any copyright, trademark, logo or other mark that identifies a brand, entity or other proprietary right of any person living or deceased (including but not limited to rights of privacy or publicity or portrayal in a false light); 
· Artwork that contains references to any political candidates, political parties, specific political issues, or political figures from past to present times; and 
· Material deemed objectionable by the Orange County Registrar of Voters in their sole discretion. 
Employees of the Registrar of Voters and their immediate family members are not eligible for consideration in the competition.

Artists must be in First Grade or older. Artwork from younger entrants will not be eligible for consideration in the competition.

Artist Information

All submissions must include an “Artist Release and Submission Form” that includes:

1. Title of the art work

2. Artist’s full name

3. Artist’s mailing address

4. Artist’s phone number 

5. Artist’s email address

6. Artist’s date of birth
7. Name of school and grade level if artist is a student

8. Signature of parent or guardian if artist is under age 18

In the event of a dispute as to the identity of an entrant, the name appearing on the release and submission form will be deemed to be the entrant. Artwork submitted with incomplete or missing release and submission forms will not be judged. 

Use of Artwork

Upon submitting the artwork, entrants and winners acknowledge and agree that the Orange County Registrar of Voters and OCCCA have the right to edit, adapt, modify, reproduce, promote and otherwise use entries in any way it sees fit. 
All entries may be used by the Orange County Registrar of Voters and OCCCA for the promotion of Spirit of Democracy. In addition to exhibition at OCCCA, entries may be used in displays, websites, printed materials, or social media to promote the importance of voting and volunteerism.
Submission deadlines

All entries must be emailed to Cady.Nguyen@rov.ocgov.com by 5:00 p.m. Pacific Time on June 15, 2012.  Entries received after 5:00 p.m. Pacific Time on June 15, 2012 will not be eligible for consideration in the competition.
Contest Judging and Judging Criteria 
The Orange County Registrar of Voters reserves the right to determine whether entries are not accepted or disqualified. For the purposes of this contest, “not accepted” shall be defined as an invalid entry that the entrant must correct to be considered valid, such as missing application information. “Disqualified” shall be defined as an entry that fails to meet the contest criteria described above. Disqualified entrants are not eligible to re-enter the contest. 
A jury panel of OCCCA members will review, evaluate and score the original art works.
All projects will be judged based on: Relevance, Creativity, and Overall impression. 
Relevance refers to the degree of relevance the art work has to the Spirit of Democracy and the importance of voting and volunteerism in the election process.
Creativity refers to the originality of the design, the use of color, light, materials, styles, artistic techniques, and artistic interpretations. 
Overall impression addresses the project as a whole, and is often based on the first glimpse of the finished piece. Without regard to the other criterion, does it stand on its own as a good and complete work of art?
Winning Entry, Awards and Exhibition of Artworks

A Registrar of Voters jury will use the scores of the OCCCA jury panel and select the First, Second and Third place award winners, plus Honorable Mention prizes, in each of the following categories for entries that best depict the theme of the competition :

Category I: 
Grades 1 – 6

Category II: 
Grades 7 – 12
Category III: 18 years and older

In addition, one Grand Prize Award will be awarded to one winning entry in the entire competition.
Winning entries will be announced on the website of the Registrar of Voters no later than August 4, 2012. Winning entries will be exhibited at Orange County Center for Contemporary Art, 117 North Sycamore, Santa Ana, CA 92701 as part of an exhibition August 4 – August 18, 2012. 
All original art works will be returned to entrants after the close of the exhibition. 

Contact
Please contact Cady Nguyen at the Orange County Registrar of Voters at (714) 567 – 7585 or Cady.Nguyen@rov.ocgov.com for all questions, comments, or concerns about the competition. 

Do NOT contact OCCCA directly.
